Owley Wood
Management Plan

1.

Date:

2007

to

Owner / tenant:

Cheshire Wildlife Trust

Agent / contact:

The Mersey Forest

2027

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
1.1 Location
Nearest town, village or feature
Grid reference
Total area (ha)

Weaverham (see Map 1)
SJ 624 741
6.27 ha

1.2 Description of the woodland(s) in the landscape
Owley Wood (OW) is situated at the north-eastern edge of the village of Weaverham. Weaverham has
a population of around 7000 and lies at the very heart of Vale Royal, Cheshire.
The woodland shares its boundaries with; the River Weaver to the east, open fields to the north and a
large residential estate to the west (see Map 1). OW is owned by the Cheshire Wildlife Trust (CWT)
and is actively managed with the help of the Friends of Owley Wood (FoOW). This designated ancient
semi-natural woodland (ASNW) grows on a steep east facing slope and is typical of clough woodlands
found within the area. At the south eastern corner of OW lies an area which at the end of the last
century was used as a rifle range, which can still be seen on old maps of the site.
Due to its close location to the population of Weaverham it is visited regularly and has a high level of
public use, who all take advantage of what the wood has to offer.

1.3 History of Management
The site was formerly owned by ‘James Hugh Smith-Barry of Marbury’ and was originally known as
Howley Wood. One of the earliest maps to show the woodland was a map drawn up for the Weaver
Navigation; an addition to the existing river Weaver to enable the passage of large transport ships. The
woodland has never been clear felled although some trees have been removed.
The Friends of Owley Wood (FoOW) was formed in 1993 to combat vandalism and fly-tipping. CWT
gained ownership of the site in the late 90’s and has allowed permissive public access ever since.
Management work is undertaken by the FoOW in partnership with The BTCV, CWT and The Mersey
Forest and has included footpath creation, creation of stiles, placing of boardwalks in wet areas,
dangerous tree removal and minor clearance works. Litter is also actively removed by the FoOW.
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2.

WOODLAND INFORMATION
2.1 Areas and features
2.1.1 Designated Areas

In
Woodland

Adjacent to
Woodland

Map

In
Woodland

Adjacent to
Woodland

Map

Special Areas for Conservation (SACs)
Special Protection Areas (SPAs)
Ramsar Sites (see note on Guidance)
National Nature Reserves (NNRs)
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs)
Other designations eg: National Parks (NPs), Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs), Local Nature Reserves
(LNRs)
Details

2.1.2 Rare and important species
Red Data Book or BAP species

Yes

No

Rare or threatened species
Details
Cheshire ASNW (HAP); Bat, Bluebell and white-letter hairstreak (SAP).
In
Woodland

2.1.3 Habitats
Ancient semi-natural woodland (ASNW)

Adjacent to
Woodland

Yes

Map

Map 3

Other semi-natural woodland
Plantations on ancient woodland sites (PAWS)
Semi-natural features in PAWS
Woodland margins and hedges

Yes

No

Veteran and other notable trees
Breeding sites
Habitats of notable species
Unimproved grassland

Yes

Yes

Map 3

Rides and open ground

Yes

Yes

Map 3

Valuable wildlife communities
Feeding areas
Lowland heath
Peatlands
Others
Details
ASNW (site id 1104091)
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2.1.4 Water

In
Woodland

Adjacent to
Woodland

Watercourses

Yes

Yes

In
Woodland

Adjacent to
Woodland

Map

Map 3

Lakes
Ponds
Wetland habitats
Details
River Weaver runs at the eastern edge of the woodland

2.1.5 Landscape

Map

Landscape designated areas
Landscape features
Rock exposures
Historic landscapes
Areas of the woodland prominent from roads

Yes

Map 1

Areas of the woodland prominent from settlements

Yes

Map 1

Details
A small part of the woodland lies adjacent to minor road (B5153) and sits directly opposite a large housing estate.
In
Woodland

2.1.6 Cultural Features
Public rights of way

Adjacent to
Woodland

Yes

Map

Map 3

Prominent viewing points

Yes

Map 3

Permissive footpaths

Yes

Map 3

Areas managed with traditional management systems
Details

2.1.7 Archaeological Features

In
Woodland

Adjacent to
Woodland

Yes

Yes

Map

Scheduled monument
Historical features

Map 4

Details
Bullet Stream and Site of Volunteer Rifle Range (used pre World War I)

2.2 Woodland resource characteristics
OW is mainly dominated by sycamore and oak, with species such as ash, sweet chestnut, birch sp.
and wych elm also largely present. The sweet chestnut whilst being non-native forms large structural
features within the woodland. The sycamore is having a detrimental effect on the ground flora and is
largely dominating the regeneration found within the woodland.
OW has a high diversity of shrub species; rowan, alder, elder, blackthorn, dogwood, guelder rose,
hawthorn, hazel, holly, field maple, privet, which can be found throughout.
Ground flora is largely bramble, ground ivy and bracken due to the nature of the cover. A higher
diversity can be found in more open areas and where gaps have formed within the canopy. Invasive
species such as Himalayan balsam is also present as too are introduced flora such as the Spanish
bluebell and crocus.
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2.3 Site description
A circular permissive path way runs through the woodland and has five main access points, the main
being the gate close to the view point (see Map 3).
The soil although of good quality is thin in parts and prone to erosion, due to the gradient of the site.
The gradient runs from the residential side down to the river and neighbouring fields, generally in an
easterly direction. The site lies largely upon Mercia mudstone, with smaller areas of pebbly sand and
gravel.
The locality to a large residential area has also posed problems and abuse such as fly tipping and
vandalism.

2.4 Significant hazards, constraints and threats
Slopes – The site, at its steepest, drops from 40m to 10m above sea level on its easterly slopes over a
distance of 50m (1:1.67). Because of this, erosion is a significant threat to the structure of the site. It
also makes extraction of timber and access to the very centre of the woodland very difficult.
Water – The site is bordered by the River Weaver and although generally slow moving can be
potentially very dangerous.
Public – OW has a high level of daily usage and any works should be fully supervised with adequate
notice given.

3.

LONG TERM VISION, MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGY
3.1 Long term vision
The long-term vision is to improve the bio-diversity, native species composition and public access
throughout the site.

3.2 Management Objectives
No

Objective

1
2
3
4
5
6

To develop a formalised structure for shared management between stakeholders.
To maintain and enhance the site back to native semi-natural broadleaved woodland.
To enhance the overall structure of the woodland.
To maintain and enhance the native biodiversity of the woodland
To provide safe access for walkers
To manage the woodland in compliance with the UK Woodland Assurance Scheme
(UKWAS) and to protect and maintain the ecological integrity of the woodland in the long
term.

3.3 Strategy
The strategy is tied into the objectives and can be summarised by the following points;
• The woodland will be managed on a continuous cover basis and will favour the regeneration of
native species.
• Invasive species will be actively removed throughout the period of the management plan.
• Deadwood will be created throughout the woodland by various methods depending on location.
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•
•
•

4.

Site to be worked on by the relevant parties a rotation basis; i.e. five sub compartments over
five years. Once areas have been cleared time will be given in order to evaluate the amount
regeneration and ground flora present.
Permissive paths will be kept safe and clear.
All works within the management plan will adhere to national guidelines for the management of
sustainable native woodlands.

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTIONS/OPERATIONS
4.1 Silvicultural systems
4.1.1 Harvesting
Due to the nature of the site no harvesting shall take place, but sycamore shall be slowly removed from
the woodland over a long period of time. This consists of one mature tree per year and will work on the
rotation system to prevent the creation of large gaps within the woodland. Once non-native trees (i.e.
sycamore and sweet chestnut) either die or are removed they shall not be replaced, but will be
succeeded by native trees typical to the area and found within the woodland type (W10). See Appendix
1.

4.1.2 Phased felling and restructuring of plantations
The main thinning works or removal of saplings to take place will be the removal of small diameter (<
10 cm DBH) sycamore. When larger stems are to be removed they should not exceed the quarterly
3
allowance of 5 m of timber within each calendar quarter. In the case that works should exceed this
amount, then a felling license will be applied for, from the Forestry Commission.
Sweet chestnut when cut at stump should be allowed to coppice to create woodland features and to
enhance woodland structure, as it forms part of the local value of the site. These stools are to be cut on
the rotation (every five years) to aid management. Hazel stools can also be created again to add
structural features. All stools are to be noted to ensure rotational management.

4.1.3 Establishment, restocking and regeneration
Regeneration of native species will be favoured throughout the whole site. Sycamore regeneration will
be actively removed as too will sweet chestnut (see 4.1.2). This will involve the annual removal of
seedlings and saplings (< 10 cm DBH). Anything larger than this will only be removed within the
allowance stated in 4.1.2.
Cleared areas will be allowed to naturally regenerate for at least two growing seasons before deciding
upon the necessity of underplanting. Any restocking that takes place will be of native species found
within the woodland type and will be chosen with the soil type in mind, to improve the chance of
establishment. This includes both tree and shrub species.

4.2 New planting
Due to the nature of OW this does not play a part within the management objectives.

4.3 Other operations
All open spaces are to be maintained yearly and unwanted regeneration / scrub shall be removed. Any
introductions shall be of native species found within the area and that the woodland type.
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4.4 Protection and maintenance
4.4.1 Pest and disease management
Spanish bluebells, crocuses and Himalayan balsam will all be actively removed from the woodland
when identified. Existing areas of Himalayan balsam are to be cleared by hand to prevent damage to
existing cover, and also to be monitored.
The only chemicals (either triclopyr or glyphosate) to be used on site shall be for the stump treatment of
sycamore where appropriate.

4.4.2 Fire plan
A fire plan is to be produced and will describe the emergency procedures, contact details and
responsibilities for action. This will be done under the advice of the local fire service.

4.4.3 Waste disposal and pollution
Due to the nature of OW this does not play a part within the management objectives.

4.4.4 Protection from unauthorised activities
Vandalism and damage that occurs will be dealt with as soon as possible to ensure that the site is kept
safe. Litter, although only a minor problem, will be collected periodically or on a when needed basis.

4.5 Game management
Due to the nature of OW this does not play a part within the management objectives.

4.6 Protecting and enhancing biodiversity
4.6.1 Management of designated areas
See 4.6.3.

4.6.2 Measures to enhance biodiversity
Deadwood – standing dead wood is to be encouraged in locations that are away from footpaths and
close to open spaces (i.e. water course, open fields etc). This can be achieved by girdling or simply
leaving dead trees where they stand. Chainsaw cuts within dead wood will aid the colonisation of fungi.
Felled mature trees shall be utilised within the woodland due to the extraction difficulties, either as
woodland furniture or new habitats.
Habitat piles are to be created throughout the woodland at locations where minimum disturbance will
occur. Any dead wood left within the woodland will not be left within 5 m of any water course. With this
in mind any existing obstructions are to be moved as soon as possible.
Introduction of flora – any introductions of tree, shrub or ground flora to enhance biodiversity are to
match recommended to the woodland type (see Appendix 1). Anything outside of this criterion will only
be allowed if significant biodiversity / conservation benefits can be demonstrated and agreed on by all
parties involved.
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Creation of habitats – hibernacula of various kinds will be created throughout the woodland (i.e. Bat
roosts, bird boxes and habitat piles). Bat roosts can be incorporated into standing dead wood and
boxes should be placed in groups of three around the southern sides of a tree; south, south-east and
south-west. They should be at least 2 m above the ground, clear of branches and sheltered from bright
sunlight. Boxes of all kinds are to be noted, monitored and maintained.

4.6.3 Special measures for ASNW and SNW
All measures adhered to are those outlined in the Cheshire Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) for Ancient
Semi Natural Woodlands (ASNW) and are reflected with the management objectives. They also adhere
to the guidelines set out within the National Forestry Standard, Standard Note 5: Managing SemiNatural Woodland.

4.6.4 Special measures for PAWS
Due to the nature of OW this does not play a part within the management objectives.

4.7 Management of social and cultural values
4.7.1 Archaeology and sites of cultural interest
Care is to be taken around all water courses and any woody debris created which obstructs flow shall
be removed (see 4.6.2. Dead wood). This is especially relevant for the locally known Bullet Stream to
preserve its structure within the woodland.

4.7.2 Public access
Public access points and paths are to be kept to a safe standard at all times. Any encroaching flora
where identified should be removed as soon as possible. This and the general path maintenance shall
be done if and when needed but will be continuously monitored.
Activities which are potentially hazardous shall only take place away from footpaths and areas used by
the public. This might include the chemical treatment of stumps and the creation of standing dead
wood. Monoliths in this case would be used.

5.

CONSULTATION
Organisation/individual
Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Friends of Owley Wood
The Mersey Forest

Comment
No changes recommended
Minor changes are needed as
regards to Responsibility and
History of Management
Minor changes to contents and
wording needed
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Response/action
Changes made and Section 1.3 updated
Changes made

6.

MONITORING PLAN SUMMARY
Objective number,
issue or UKWAS
Requirement

Indicator

Method of assessment

Monitoring period

Responsibility

How will information be used

Obj. 1

Partnership agreement
produced

Annually

CWT and FoOW

Obj. 2

Woodland converted to
native species

A partnership agreement
will be produced and
attached to the
management plan
Visual assessment

Annually

CWT and FoOW

Obj. 3

Improvement of
structural diversity

Visual assessment

Annually during
summer months

CWT and FoOW

Obj. 4

Increased Biodiversity

Survey of flora and fauna

Every five years

CWT and FoOW

Obj. 5

Safe footpaths

Visual assessment

Annually

FoOW

Obj. 6

Management within
UKWAS

Management plan review

Every five years

CWT, FoOW and The
Mersey Forest

Invasive species

No invasive species
present

Visual assessment

Annually

FoOW

Fire Plan

Fire plan produced

A Fire Plan will be
produced and attached to
the management plan

Annually

CWT and FoOW

Record of relationship between
all interested parties. Details will
be reviewed and updated
annually.
Regeneration will be monitored
and clearance works will reflect
the need for removal of nonnative species.
Feedback into plan to determine
requirement for future years /
activities.
Feedback into plan to determine
requirement for future years /
activities.
Feedback into plan to determine
requirement for future years /
activities.
Feedback into plan to determine
requirement for future years /
activities.
Feedback into plan to determine
requirement for future years /
activities.
In the event of emergency
situation. Details will be
reviewed and updated annually.
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7.

WORK PROGRAMMES
7.1 Outline long-term work programme (2007 to 2027)
Compartment
or area

Year

Activity

6-10

11-15

16-20

All

Selective fell of one large tree per year;
> 10 cm DBH and < 10% of area. *

Y

Y

Y

All

Selective fell of non-native stems; > 10
3
cm DBH, < 5m of timber and < 15% of
area. *

Y

All

Removal of non-native stems; < 10 cm
DBH. *

Y

Y

Y

All

Restock of native trees and shrubs
where required.

Y

Y

Y

All

Maintenance of open areas and
footpaths.

Y

Y

Y

All

Introduction of ground flora (i.e. bulbs).

Y

Y

Y

All

Creation of deadwood and hibernacula.

Y

Y

Y

All

Safety inspection and maintenance
around footpaths.

Y

Y

Y

All

Removal of invasive species.

Y

Y

Y

n/a

Management Plan review.

Y

Y

Y

n/a

Review of Fire Plan and updating of
details.

Y

Y

Y

* = on rotation basis in compartment 1; five sub compts. = 1 sub compt. per year
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7.2 Short-term work programme (2007 to 2012)
Compartment
or area

Year

Activity

1

2

3

4

5

All

Selective fell of one large tree per year; > 10 cm DBH
and < 10% of area. *

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

All

Selective fell of non-native stems; > 10 cm DBH, <
3
5m of timber and < 15% of area. *

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

All

Removal of non-native stems; < 10 cm DBH. *

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

All

Restock of native trees and shrubs where required.

Y

Y

All

Maintenance of open areas and footpaths.

All

Introduction of ground flora (i.e. bulbs).

All

Creation of deadwood and hibernacula.

All

Safety inspection and maintenance around footpaths.

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

All

Removal of invasive species.

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

n/a

Management Plan review.

n/a

Creation of partnership agreement.

Y

n/a

Development of Fire Plan.

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

MAPS
List all maps here and append to plan.
Map
No/Title
Map 1
Map 2
Map 3
Map 4

Y
Y

* = on rotation basis in compartment 1; five sub compts. = 1 sub compt. per year

8.

Y

Y

Description
Location within the Landscape
Site Outline and Compartments
Noted Areas
Historical / Cultural Features
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Map 1 - Location within the landscape
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Map 3 - Noted Areas
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Map 4 - Historical / Cultural Features
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Appendix 1
W10 Species (Lowland Mix Broadleaved Woodland with Bluebell / Wild Hyacinth)
Primary Tree Species
Birch, silver

Betula pendula

Oak, pedunculate (English)

Quercus robur

Oak, sessile

Quercus petrea

Secondary Tree Species
Apple, crab

Malus sylvestris

Ash, common

Fraxinus excelsior

Aspen, common

Populus tremula

Birch, downy

Betula pubescens

Cherry, wild

Prunus avium

Elm, wych

Ulmus glabra

Holly

Ilex aquifolium

Hornbeam

Carpinus betulus

Rowan

Sorbus aucuparia

Primary Shrub Species
Hawthorn

Crataegus monogyna

Hazel

Corylus avellana

Secondary Shrub Species
Blackthorn

Prunus spinosa

Broom

Cytisus scoparius

Elder

Sambucus nigra

Gorse, common

Ulex europaeus

Guelder rose

Viburnum opulus

Wayfaring tree

Viburnum lantana

Desired Invaders
Species
Bluebell

Hyacinthoides non-scripta

Broad buckler fern

Dryopteris dilatata

Dog violet, common

Viola riviniana

Hairy wood-rush

Luzula pilosa

Honeysuckle

Lonicera periclymenum

Male fern

Dryopteris filix-mas

Wood anemone

Anemone nemorosa

Yellow archangel

Lamiastrum galeobdolon

Other information regarding typical ground flora and sub communities can be found within the ‘National
Vegetation Classification: Field guide to woodland’ available from the Joint Nature Conservation Committee
(JNCC).
Rodwell, J & Patterson, G. 1994. Creating New Native Woodland. Forestry Commission Bulletin 112. p45-6.

